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This one-day colloquium focuses on the British quarrel between the ‘Ancients’ and ‘Moderns’, depicted 

most memorably by Jonathan Swift in ‘The Battle of the Books’ (1704). Its purpose is to investigate 

connections between the British quarrellers and their European counterparts – as readers, correspondents, 

translators and adversaries. One consequence of the international character of this controversy is that its 

themes and preoccupations are transformed when the exchanges cross national boundaries. The papers at 

this colloquium chart these shifts, and describe the cultural machinery (journalism, correspondence, print) 

through which they were mediated. 
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